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Matter of Religion arid Worſhip : Andalſfo 
- concerning Evidence and Judgment in 
Caſes of Conſcience. _ 


Publifhel to all Mea o5frates,, Furors, and Peop! e. withinthe Nation 
of England. NED 


liamenc isto bring people inco Conformity unto the Lyturgie of 
che Church of Ezgland,as appears by the ſaid AR, in providing. 
Renredies againſt all other Afſemblies and Meecrings asfedirious Cone 
venticles ; Now the main Queftion will be this ; Whether the Lyturgie of 
the Church of England be the true Reformed Religion and Worſhip, according. - 
to the purity in Primitive times? And whether ſuch as diſcent from it ao yet 
remain inthe Apoſlaſe ? This is the main Queſtion now to be conſider- 
ed; for the Lycurgie-worſhip, as now pra&iſed.in che: Church of Exg= 
lard, is generally taken robe the beF# Reformed, and neareſt tothe. Apox 
ſtolick Order, and (© is preſſed and urged as the moſt Refixed Religion and 
Worſhip tobe obſerved. Now how far it is Reformed, and how near. it is 
brought unto the ApoFolick Order, 1 ſhall nor ar this time compare or - 
diſtinguiſh; but ifit were truly and rightly Reformed into the Primi 
tive Parity, and that the ſame Spirit of Truth had the ordering of it 8s 
_ the Apoſtles were ordered by, then no Perſecution would rife'out of: 
it, for in the. Apoftolick. Order there were never any ; therefore the! Re-_ . 
fornnton is yet a far off from that Religion and Worſhip which was in Fs - 


—_ char the main ching now intended by the late AQ of Pars 


— Aw 


- (3) 


Primitive times,and ſo the diflenting from it, or not conforming to it, _ | 


doth not conclude the difſenters to be in Error, becauſe ſomething 


may lie nearer the truth of the Apoſtolich Worſhip then what the Lytur- 


gie ofthe Church of Exgland is reformed into, Forif ſuch as have re- 
ceived the Spirit of God, and therein worſhip him, have found ſomething 


nearer tothe Apoſtolick, Prattice, than what is obſerved by the Lycur- | "lemho' 
gie ofthe Church of Exgland, then they are to beallowed the liberty - 


in cheir Worſhip without reftraint or prohibition , for thetrue Wor- 
ſhip-15 in the Spirit, and they that worſhip God in che Spirit, they are 


truly Reformed into the ApoFFolickh, Order, and'they cannor perſecute 


any, bur walkinlove and meekneſs towards all, which isthe cleareſt 
Evidence of the beſt Keformed Religion, and that which lies neareſt un- 


tothe. Apoſtolick, Order : For the word Lyturgie ſignifies, The Publick, yay \ 
Service of the Church. Now if the Lyturgie of the Church of England, þy 


do not agree with the Lyturgie of the true Church in Pcimitive times, 
then it is not tranſgrefſion to diſſent fromit, and thereis nothing 
doth more infaltibly demonſtrate the diſagreement,than Perſecution 


by ir, and ſuffering under it; for the Publick Service in the true 


Church, is by the Spirit of God , and none can order the Church in 
chings pertaining to God but by the Spirit of God, and'the Spirit of 
God never perſecuted any, nor ſuch as worſhip God in the Spiric 
cannot be of that mind, for that is not a pood ſervice in the 


% . 


Church, neither do ſuch as are guided by the Spirit of God diflent þ fron. 
from the Lyturgie, but may be cruly in the publick Service of che 51 


Church, thovgh not in the publick Sexvice of the Church of Exglard. 
- . So then ir remains to be enquired by ſuch as yetknow not whot Reli- 
_ Sion,and Worſhip is beſt Reformed and moſt agreeable co the Lytur- 
 $1e,or publick Worſhip of che-Church in Primitive times ? and ſome- 

thing may herein be ſaid to anſwzr any enquirer, 
I, Thats the bet Reformed Religion and: v\ orſhip , which is Re- 


formed by the Spirit of God:, becauſe-that hath power to Reform 


_ and Changetthe hearr, and fo to oxder the heart 1n the fear of God, 


. . * - andinthepublick ſervice ofthe Church, 


\ 


' 2, That isthe- beſt Reformed Religion and Worſhip which ftands l 


_ inthe freedom of the Spirit , in which there is no binding or limica-= 
tion, buta free Servicein the Church, | 


_ - ..3, Thatische beſt Reformed Religion and Worſhip, which ſtands 


12 love, peace, and good-will,, in which there is no Reftriion nor 
Perſecution, but a ſerving one another in loye, whichis the publick 
Service ofthe Church, — 
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K That is the beſt Reformed Religion and worſhip, when every man 


| dothto another as he would be done unto himſelf, in which chere is 


noenvy, hatred, or malice, but a peaceable and a holy life in all gode 
lineſs and honeſty, which is the publick ſervice of che Ghurch, 

- - Theſe few things being well conſidered , it will appear, that the 
people who are called Quakers, do not difleat from the Lyturgie, but 
are due obſervers of it; foras they are guided by. the Spiric of God, 
ſo their ſervice is a publick ſervice ofthe Chiirch, bar che fervice of 
che Church of Erglard is a private ſervice compared with the many 
Religions and Worſhips that are in the world : For nothing can be a 
publick-ſervice of che Church,bur that which is performed in the pub» 
lick Spirit of God, becauſe che Spiritis an univerſal principle, and 
in every Nation it guideth ſuch as receives itand believes in it, into 
one way and fſervice,and thats publick in every Nation,and not tied 
or beund unto one Nation only, for that which may be obſerved in 
one Nation, is but a private ching compared with other Nations in 
the world, chat differ from chem in macter of Religion and worſhip : 
But the Spirit and power of God-reforms Nations, and gathers them 
into unity and peace,in which they are true members of the Church, 
and fecin the publick feryice of itz and it the word Lycurgie may be 
allowed tothe Quakers according to its proper fignification, then 
they are in practice the beſt obſervers of jt,for their ſervice is a publick 


ſervice in the Charch, | 


Now lecall Magiſtrates whoare commiſſioned to give ju igement 
touching offences,(eriouſly confider, for the macter 1s. of ſuch weighe 
and concernment;as worthy to be deliberated, and not haſtily co fall 
upon it in any raſh concluſion , for it is only: ſeditious Coryenticles 
which the late Aﬀprovidech Remedies again, and gives this reaſon, 
becauſe ac their Meerings they concrive InfurreRions, as late experi= 
ence hath ſhewed : Now the Qzakers are not any way gnilty of of 4 
fending'in theſe caſes, and thar ic may be the berter underſtood, I 
{hal explain the tignification of the words unto the Capacities of all 
ſorcs of ſenhtble people. Sedition is dilcord, ſtrife,and debate, Conven- 
zicle is a (mall Aﬀſemvly commonly for il} chings, or as the Law ex - 
pounds 1t, where many do impart wich others to kill a man,or tO take 
anothers part inill chings, Lam, 173, [nſuyreftion is 5 rifing of men in 


which! | Armss Now concerning allcheſe coings, which js che veryground of | 


the ſaid At, there cannor any ching juſtiy be 1:id co che O« hers 


theptd charge; for if experience in chefe caſes be taken for g99.1 evidence, 


2:47 thenche Quakers Meetings are whol'y cleared bv che ſaid AR forno 


A 2 ſuch 


an - 


CE OT 
ſuch things hath eyer been experienced to riſe from their Meetings 
and therefore che ſaid A& not lying againſt chemin the ground, no 
Penalty or puniſhment is to.be laid upon them by vertue of the ſame, 
And this is written unto you Magiſtrates, who are commiſſii. ned to 
give judgment in caſes of. offences; foritis a plea generally uſ:d by 
M:-giſtrates, That they are bound to pus the Law in Execution; well, 
if it be ſo, and chat youare ſocareful co diſcharge your truſt,yer you. 
muſt find an offender before you can legally execure the Law, and the 
offeice muſt ariſe by good and ſound evidence tobe a tranſprefling of. 
that Law, and that according to the purpoſe of the Law : So that you 
may' be in a capacity to judge and determine Cauſes equally,accord- 
 ing-to good evidence, in things pertaining tomen; bur as to things. 
pertaining to Conſcience,they are too high for you, for you can have 
noevidence to inform you concerning. the oftznee, and ſo cannot. 
zudg or derermine the matter equally in that caſe: And if in this 
caſe of Meeting,there nothing doth appear of diſcord or ſtrife,or any 
ill chings, chen there is not any thing for you to take knowledg of as 
an offence, or that can be charged.as tranſgreſſion upon ſuch as ſo. 
meer, though they meet in greater or ſeſſer numbers , for the A& is. 
nor againſt peaceable Meetings, nor againſt the true Worſhip of God; 
but.whererhere is Religion.and Worſhip pretended.in Meetings, and. 
ſome ill thing intended by that Meeting, and accordingto the.inten- 
tion break forth into a publick manifeſtation, then; upon good evi. 
dence, in that caſe you may proceed to Penalties and puniſhment of 
the offendors., and ſo every apparent offence may. havea wirneſs itn; 
( without ) co giveevidence to the Fatt, by which Judgment may. | ifik; 
be given according.to the offence, Bur if the Conſcience offend a=. Jy 
zainſt God, that mult be left co his witneſs within, aud to his Judge- 
ment alone,who both ſees the offence,and knows how to puniſh it ac-. 
cording to the natureofit-3 and therefore. all ſuch caſes as relate ro 
to the Conſcience, is to be lefs to God alone, who ſeeth ſecrets, and 
judgeth ſecrets, and gives.to every man according to his deeds, with 
out reſpe& of perions, ; 
And now a few words unto you that ſerve upon Juries,ſeeing ſome- 
thing inthe ſaid AQ may.come.wirthin your enquiry; for.the third. ! 
offence in order to Tranſportation, is toberryed by Verdit: Now + 
where you come to be concerned in any ſuch caſe, wherein the matcer. {,.. 
lies in point of Conſcience, be very careful what youdo., And firſt, | 
you that ſerve upon grand Juries, the matter lyes of very great con- ;.- 
cecament unto you , foraſmuch as you are the finders. and. accuſers |} 
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Wy gf offenders, and fo prepares the way in order to convition or Jadge-- 
ment. Now if there be not ſome evidence, chat can make good proot 
that there was ſome appearance of diſcord or ill things ar ſuch .a Meet- 
ing, for which any: Party or Parties may ſland Indicted, then you are 
tf , not in a capacity-tofind the Bill to be true, foraſmuch as you canno! be 
IN- informed whether ſach a Meeting was pretended ro Worſhip, andſome_ 
41 thing- intended by ir, or whether it was a Meeting to worſhip God 
fingly in Sptrit and in Truth,. which the A& is not againſt; and ſoifit 
lye as a caſe of Conſcience, witbout any appearance 3 you can have no 
trueeaidence in it, and therefore you are not to find it, ,nor accuſc any. 
in that caſeas guilty ofan offence worthy of puniſhment, 

' Obje&' But ſome may ſay , We only enquire for the King, and therefore - 
24pon good evidence to the Indiftment, we are bound tofind it, and let the Party. 
clear himſelf upon hit Tryal. EE, SFIOE 

Arſw. As yoa ſtand only-to enquire for the King, ſo you are to enquire. 
what wronp the King ſuſtains by the Fa&, 0t which the Party-itands in- 
dited.for if the evidence to the Inditment prove not ſome wrong done - 
to-the King in matter of Fa&,then-you cannot know the Bill to bea true - 
Bill, and ſo is not to put-the Party upon his Tryal: For if the Indi&ment 
do not lye, as to ſome wrong done by the Party Invidtcd, either as to - 
Life, Eſtate, Peace, or Liberty of another , and that it be not ſo proved. 
by your evidence; then the King is not wronged , and you may clearly: 
acquit the Party on the Kings behalf, andleave things that percain to- 
the Conſcience-unto God alone, for none beſtdes himknows what -is in : 
man. Andyou'thatare ordered upon Juries for Conviction,your pla: es 
is of the greateſt weight and concernment, foraſmuch 2s you cry- the 
Life, and may either ſaveir,or deft: oy it: For though che grand Jury do - 
er.quire 8nd find the Inditment. yet it is you that either caſts or clears a 
man upon his Tryal, for ycn are Judges of the Fa&, and if you. Judge 
the Party guilty of the FaX, then you expoſe him to the Judgement. of 
the. Law, in.that Caſe. 


NY-P cople offen- - 
—_ ders. : . 


ders againft the ſaid A&, xzepeinh; alſo proved, that there was diſcord - {ies 3 
and ftrife, or any ill things praiſed in ſuch a Meeting, which is the very {lgrs, 886 

ſ1gnification of the words upon which cheſaid AR is grounded; nowif ji 

no ſuch thing can be proved unto you, then there is not any Meeting fy 

that doth amount to tranſgreſſion againſt the ſaid AR, though there be a 

Meeting to the number of five hundred or more, for it is the thing done 

that makes the FaQt, but if no ſuch thing as before-mentioned be done 

in the Aſſemblies of people in the way wherein they worſhip, then the 

Atis not tranſgreſſed, and if not tranſgreſſed, then ſuch as mexcs topge- 

ther are not to be puniſhed as off:ndors : therefore conlidec well your 

places, for your ſervice ſtandsin judging the FaRt according to your E- 

vidence, but wherein any caſe of Conſcienceis brought before you; there 

can no Evidence prove the matcer truly ro you, and therefore- you are 

eo leave it unto God, and to his Witneſs in che Conſcience,and by your 

Verdict to acquit all People in things relating co their Confcience, and 

letchem account unto God before whom'they muſt Rand or fall, 

And now a few wo'dsunto all People, -forſceing there t5hIn{ormation 
and evidence to be piven 1n the aforeſaid cafes, before chere can be any 
proceedings as to Conviction or Judg:ment, it doth concern every one 
to be careful what they do, for the AR doth nor impole any penalcy or 
puniſhmencupon any tor nor informing) and thereiore where any do 

. fetthemſelves eo do ir, they will bur manifeft a forward mind in the 
thing wherein they may keep themſzlves free, and if any do put them- 
ſelves upon it, as to Inform againſt any peaccable meeting of the people 
: called Quakers, they will manifeſt more envy and malice to their neigh- 
 _ bours thanlove and good will: For che Att ts not againſt the Quakers 
Meetings, beinz their Meetings are-peacabic, and no peacable Meeting 
is a ſeditious Conventicle, 8nd how canany truiy Inform of nalawful 
Meeting, when the Law is not apainſt ir,for thac makes a thing unlawful 
when the thing done is againſt the Law in that caſe; bur the Quakers 
Meetings are not againſt the AQt in that caſe made, for it is made eo 
prevent and-ſnuppreſs ſeditious Conventicles, and prerenders of Wors- 
thip, and not-peaceable Meetings, andthe true Worſhip. And lo to meet 
peaceable, as rbe Quakers do, and all along have done on their parts,a- 
dove the number of 5 beſides :the:Famiiy, is not an unlawful Afﬀſsmbly or 
Meeting, for the Law is not againſt ic, bur to meet go the number of five 
beſides che Family,under Pretence of Religion and Worſhip,and at ſuch 
Mectings toenter intro difcord and ſtrife, and do iil things, -as ro riſein 
Armes, and be tumultuous to the difturbance of the Nations peace, chen 

ieis a Seditions Conventicle,and an unlawful Meeting, becauſe che Law 

EXD | x l . - 19 
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js againſt it, and they that meet in that manner, rut.s the hazard of the 


penalcies and puniſhment that the Law in that caſe providerhbjagainit of- 


fendors, andit is onely ſuch as are dangerous SeCtaries., who art their 
Meetings contrive Inſurce&ions,or co raiſe up Rtife,and ill things,vhbich 
makes Seditious Conventicle, as is before explained : [herefore let all 
people be careful how they inform and give evidence in this caſe, forthe 
AR&doth not prohibit any peaceable Mceting, where peopie meets toge- 
therin the fear of God, and cruly worſhips him-in tenderneſſe of Conſcis 


A doth not prohibit, Therefore alt people be in love with your 
Neighbours, and then no haſiy Information or evidence will be given 
againſt any for their obedience unto God, and for worſhipping him in 
Spiric and in Truth, according to his mind, for if there be no Informers, 


there can be no p1oceedings, and therefore as Information is the cauſe 
thac gives motion to the Wheel, ſo there ought to be great care and.ten- | 


derneſs in-it becanſe one Neighbour .may thereby expoſe another unto 


preat ſaffecings, and where any do ſo they do not love their Neighbors 
as themſelves, which.is a ſure mark of the true Religion, And now if any 
ſhould have it in th:ir mindesto-inform-and give Evidence in the caſe a- 
foreſaid, I ask you, what you-will inform touching the Quakers Meet- 
ings, will you Inform that there was a Meeting of five beſides the Fami- 
ly; and will you ſay that you will give Evidence of it, you ſhall not need 
for e confeſlc it; but will you inform tha t there was ſtrife and diſcord. 
amongſt chem,.or any ill-thing in a&tion, or any apperance of rifing in 
armes, and.ſoa Seditious Conventicle, according to the AQ? if, you ſay 
nay, we cannot giveſuch Information in the truth, nor we dare not give 


| Evidence to any ſuch-thing; it may be that ſome may be thus honeſt, and 


mi! 1ng their own confeſſion clears vs: 


1t may be ſome 8gain;that wil! not fear toinfo1m,and evidence the mat - 
ter by the ACtintended,. though t1ey neither ſee nor know. that fo ir is 
among ſuch againſt whom they Inform; and therefore, as zo the firſt 
that boneſtly confeſſeth the trathb, there needs not any thing be ſaid,be- 


but unto ſach as wilſully and obſti-» 


' both Fewes and Gerts/cs gathered in it? and was there not many Fences 
and Gentiles that differed from them in Religion and Worſhip? and did | 
the true Chriſtians endeavour to force the Diſſenters by an ontward 
Law to joyn with chem? You do not read in all the Scripture, that the - 
erue Chriſtians did ever pradtice any ſuch thing, either co inform or pne -* 
niſh any in matter of Conſcience, Therefore let not this Nation of Eng- 
[azd give occaſion unto other Nations, to upbraid them with perſecuri- - 
on, for. ic will be nach co the diſhonour of it, if not to the ruine of it, by 
_ the hand of the Lord, Ohlurely it cannot but touch many cenderhearcs 
who are obſervers of the Lyturgie of the Charch of-Eglazd, to ſee ſuch 
- perſecution riſe out of it, and that agaiuſt an-innocent people: for we 
that are called Q«#kers are a people well known in our Countries, and 
the Witneſs of God doth bear a ſure ceſtimony for us,bo.x ever men may 
witneſs agaiaſt us, or however they may accuſe, judge and cond. mn us, 
yet doth the Witneſs of God clear us from the puile of: any .juſt offence 
-againk che preſeat power, and the Peace thereof, and whatloever may 
come to paſs concerning us in this matter, yet there is no Law apaink us, 
and being no Law, theres no tranſgreſſion, and ſo no Fat worthy of 
.condemnation- Much mighr be ſaid in theſe rhings, Jt I ſhall leave all 
with the Lord, and to his:juft and righteous Witnels in every conſcience 
which will plead with all for us, when Tongues and Pens are fill and fi- 
| lent; andler not any think it ſtrange thar.I have uſed ſuch plainnefſe of 
| ſpeech in this matter, for ic isin the behalf of Gods precious Truth, and 
all that live in it. And being that our liberty; Eftates, and lives are here- 
-in concerned.he plainnefle of my ſpeech may well be allowed, coofider- 
ing alſo,thart i© is no lefſe than true{ove to all your ſouls who are or may 
be any way. concerned in this matter; for we that are called Quakers do 
truly love the Lamb, and follow him, and the Lamb and the faincs muſt 
have the ViRtory, andin the Lambs Love, Mecknefs., and Patience we 
have Reſt and Peace. | : 


| Written the 27. of the | EEE W, * " "N 
+ Moneth, 1664. | 
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